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December 30, 2009
Hon. Peter R. Orszag

Director

Office of Management and Budget

Executive Office of the President

Eisenhower Executive Office Building

1650 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20503

Re:  
MetroRiders.Org Urges Obama Administration to Request Full FY’11 Funding for Transit Grants to WMATA and for Implementing the U.S. Department of Transportation’s “Public Transportation Safety Program Act”
Dear Director Orszag:

MetroRiders.Org, representing the interests of transit users in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area, urges that the President’s Budget for FY’11 include funding for two programs of prime importance to public transit riders in the Washington, D.C., area – those who regularly rely on Metrorail, Metrobus and MetroAccess (paratransit) services.

1.
$150 Million for Supplemental Transit Grants for WMATA

The President’s FY’11 Budget should include the full $150 million authorized appropriation to the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) to provide Federal funding for capital grants and preventive maintenance for the Metro transit system to match the $150 million in dedicated state funding that is required from the District of Columbia, the State of Maryland and the Commonwealth of Virginia under section 601 of Division B of the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-432).  

As you know, the President’s Budget for FY’10 did not recommend any funding for this important Federal-State matching program.  However, both the House and Senate versions of H.R. 3288, FY’10 DOT-HUD Appropriations, included the full authorized $150 million and this amount was included in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-117, 123 Stat. 3034 (2009).  

Transit riders in the metropolitan area have been vocal for many years that (1) WMATA’s capital equipment needs to be modernized and expanded to meet anticipated demand; (2) WMATA’s state and local contributing jurisdictions should provide dedicated sources of revenue for capital projects; and (3) the Federal Government obtains special benefits from having a safe and extensive rail and bus transit system serving the Nation’s Capital, fully justifying supplemental funding for WMATA.  
Metro riders have contributed their fair share toward WMATA’s costs, experiencing a large fare increase last year and anticipating another large fare increase next year.  The Federal Government and state and local governments should contribute their share as well, providing dedicated capital funding for Metro’s rail and bus system.  We hope the FY’11 President’s Budget will recommend the full $150 million appropriations for this Federal-State matching program.
2.
Implementation Funding for Obama Administration’s Proposal for FTA to Regulate Transit Safety 

MetroRiders.Org continues to be concerned that there is inadequate Federal Transit Administration (FTA) oversight over rail transit safety standards and compliance.  This was most evident locally in the aftermath of the tragic Metrorail train crash on June 22, 2009.  At present FTA is statutorily precluded from regulating transit rail safety, and the Tri-State Oversight Committee (TOC), the regional agency that is supposed to monitor WMATA’s safety activities, is a powerless, staff-less entity some of whose members -- employees of the very agencies whose safety operations they are to oversee – suffer from obviously conflicting loyalties.
As you know, the U.S. Department of Transportation has proposed legislation, “The Public Transportation Safety Program Act,” as the Obama Administration’s recommended statutory fix for this regulatory gap.  Members of the area Congressional Delegation had previously introduced their own legislation (H.R. 3338,  S. 1506) to this end, and their views will be considered during Congressional deliberations next year.  Happily, key legislators in both the Senate and House appear favorably disposed to enact this type legislation in 2010.  
Assuming such Congressional action next year, we urge you to include sufficient funding in the President’s upcoming budget so that the Federal Transit Administration can start implementing this expected new law as quickly and as vigorously as possible.  FTA Administrator Rogoff has testified that the costs of full implementation of the Department’s legislative proposal should not exceed 1% of  FTA’s annual appropriation. This is a totally reasonable level of expenditure to establish a safety regulation and compliance regime at the Federal level for the nation’s rail transit systems (and, potentially, their bus systems). 

Again, we hope you will include full funding for these important transportation infrastructure programs in the President’s FY’11 Budget to Congress.

Thank you for your consideration of our views.  Please contact us if additional information would be helpful.
Sincerely, 
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Director
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cc: 
Members of  the area Congressional Delegation


Hon. Ray LaHood, Secretary of Transportation


Hon. Peter Rogoff, Federal Transit Administrator


Hon. Debbie Hersman, Chair, National Transportation Safety Board


WMATA Board of Directors
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